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Campolindo High School’s student leadership surrounds Lola Danielli, who
rides a scooter donated by English teachers Jake and Jamie Donohoe.

After nearly 60 years in
the classroom, Lola
Danielli arguably saw it
all - the good, the bad,
and the gray area.

The Acalanes Union
High School District
board recently pulled the
plug on the popular
Campolindo High School
Spanish teacher’s job af-
ter 58 years, but it wasn’t
her choice. Hoping to
work a couple more
years, she was shown the
door. “It’s about money,”
she lamented.

Danielli, for all the
bells and whistles out
there, took an old school
approach and pushed her

students a little harder. “I
had more success teach-
ing the old-fashioned
way, and I had so many
parents tell me ‘Thank
you,”” Danielli said.

“I am not an enter-
tainer,I am a teacher,”
she added.

Technology’s role in
education was among the
big changes she encoun-
tered. “I taught for years,
and all my kids were able
to take the AP class,” she
continued. “You don’t
need a computer to learn
a foreign language.”

For all the benefits of
technology that one
might claim, one aspect

that she saw engulf the
classroom environment
in recent years was an
increasing amount of un-
ethical behavior on the
part of students. “Cheat-
ing is rampant,” she said,
citing the prevalence of
students using cell
phones to look up vocab-
ulary and then pass the
information on to their
peers.

So Danielli took pride
in not merely teaching
Spanish to her students,
but values too. “I think it
is important that we
teach values as much as
the subject matter,” she
said. “If you cheat in high
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Retired Campolindo Spanish teacher’s desire to help students
‘over rough spots’ continues

school, it is going to cost
you in life.”

While seeing kids as
more proactive these
days and more inclined
to argue with teachers,
something that didn’t
happen when she was a
student, Danielli took
away fond memories of
the kids who came
through her classroom.

She thought shifts in
student behavior could
be the result of changes
in the composition of
families these days, with
both parents working to
make ends meet, espe-
cially with ever increas-
ing costs of homes.

Among the favorite
field trips that she used
to take with her students
was a special dinner out
in San Francisco, and
each time there seemed
to be no shortage of par-
ents willing to serve as
drivers. But over time,
that generosity changed.
“It is a different world,”
she said.

As years took their
toll on her, especially the
pain she felt in her legs,
she was blessed to be
gifted the use of a scooter
in 2021 to get around
campus. Taking pride in
her commitment to the
profession, Danielli regu-
larly arrived on campus
at 6:45 a.m., inviting stu-
dents in to get warm, and
stayed late, her class-
room light still on be-
tween 5 and 6 p.m.

For those teachers
who will follow her,
Danielli emphasized they
need to have a passion
for teaching. “If you are
doing it just to put bread
and butter on the table,
you will burn out imme-
diately,” she said. “It is
not the money; the re-
wards are internal.”
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It’s through her pas-
sion that she saw her
students develop acade-
mically. “There is noth-
ing more gratifying than
when a student comes to
me and says, ‘I got it, I got
it,”” said Danielli.

Since leaving the
classroom, she concedes,
“I feel like I am wasting
away; I am not
producing.”

Aches and pains are
more prevalent now. But
she is hopeful that Ygna-
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cio Valley High School,
looming just across the
street from her Concord
residence, may be that
spark she desires, if only
to be a tutor for its
students.

“Any kids who want
to learn, I can’t guarantee
they will get an A, but I
will get them over the
rough spots,” said
Danielli. “If a kid wants
to learn, I would love to
be part of that process.”
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A FOLK MUSIC

FESTIVAL

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 2

DOORS a 4PM
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$25 AT-DOOR

SCAN HERE FOR TICKETS & INFO
FOR ALL OUR UPCOMING EVENTS

TOWNHALLTHEATRE.COM
O vscssissy @

Arcsine

Visit parktheatertrust.org
for a cumulative list of

business supporters and
to learn how you can
contribute to this exciting
region-wide effort.

Our 2023 Honor Roll of
Park Theater Supporters is
now posted on-site at the
cinema.

Acalanes Class of '73
Adds Pipe

Balestrieri Family Farm
Bank of the West
Blodgett's Floor Covering
BlueGoo Photography
Bowles & Verna, LLP
Boy Scout Troop 204
Caelesta Vineyard & Truffiere
California Custom Contractors
Cass Management Services
CinemaSF
Clocks, Etc.
Community Foundation of Lafayette
Contra Costa Country Glub
Contra Costa County

Livable Communities Trust
Diablo Foods
Diablo View Rotary Foundation
Diamond K Supply

With sincere thanks,
The Park Theater Trust Board of Directors — Peter Berkowitz, Kathy Bowles, Jana Corey,
Tracey Karsten Farrell, Angie Ferrif, Larry Haydon, John McCormick

Douglah Designs
Dudum Financial

Five Little Monkeys, LLC
Goddess Gatherings
Greet Lafayette

Hollie's Homegrown
J.V. Lucas Paving, Inc.
JPMorgan Chase

Over 80 years ago LAFAYETTE'S ICONIC PARK THEATER
brought arts, culture, entertainment — and community —
to downtown Lafayette. Now, it's COMMUNITY, working
together, to bring this historic cinema back to life.

It is with deep gratitude that the Board of Directors of the all-volunteer Park

Theater Trust acknowledges the following businesses, foundations, and civic
partners for their generous contributions in 2023 to The Park Theater

Renovation Capital Campaign.

Misto Lino

Olson & CO. Steel

Olympic Club

Orchard Nursery/Lazy K
Orinda Country Club

Park Smart

Pedego Lafayette

Quail Lodge

K Bali Construction, Inc.

Lafayette Carwash & Detail Center
Lafayette Chamber of Commerce
Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa
Lamorinda Floors

Lamorinda Music

Loards Ice Cream-Orinda
Locanda Positano

Magu Family Inc., DBA Reve
Mechanics Bank

Metro Lafayette

Mighty Fine Guitars

Minuteman Press

Miramar Mount Diablo Boulevard, LLC

The Park Theater Trust is a proud member of The League of Historic American Theaters,
Arthouse Convergence, and the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce.

Rochford Real Estate Co.-
Brian Rochford
Rudney Associates
Runway Growth Capital, LLC
Charles Schwab
Sideboard Lafayette
Silverado Resort
SUNMED CBD Store
Swad Indian Cuisine
The Hideout Kitchen
The PG&E Corporation Foundation
Village Associates- Ashley Battersby
Wallace Advisory Group
Ware Designs

The Park Theater Trust (TPTT) successfully purchased the Park Theater cinema for the community in 2021.
TPTT's mission is to restore and operate Lafayette’s iconic Park Theater building and revitalize it into an
accessible and inclusive, community-centered cinema, arts, and culture hub with programming that
includes critically acclaimed fi Ims, throwback favorites, and engaging non-film events.




